
M1501.1 General. Dryer exhaust systems shall be independ-
ent of all other systems, shall convey the moisture to the out-
doors and shall terminate on the outside of the building.
Exhaust duct terminations shall be in accordance with the dryer 
manufacturer’s installation instructions. Screens shall not be
installed at the duct termination. Exhaust ducts shall not be
connected with sheet-metal screws or fastening means which
extend into the duct. Exhaust ducts shall be equipped with a 
backdraft damper. Exhaust ducts shall be constructed of mini-
mum 0.016-inch-thick (0.406 mm) rigid metal ducts, having
smooth interior surfaces with joints running in the direction of 
air flow. Flexible transition ducts used to connect the dryer to
the exhaust duct system shall be limited to single lengths, not to
exceed 8 feet (2438 mm) in length and shall be listed and la-
beled in accordance with UL 2158A. Transition ducts shall not be
concealed within construction.

 Exception: this section shall not apply to listed and labeled
 condensing (ductless) clothes dryers.

M1501.2 Exhaust duct size. The diameter of the exhaust duct
shall be as required by the clothes dryer’s listing and the manu-
facturer’s installation instructions.

M1501.3 Length limitation. The maximum length of a clothes 
dryer exhaust duct shall not exceed 25 feet (7620 mm) from the
dryer location to the wall or roof termination. The maximum
length of the duct shall be reduced 2.5 feet (762 mm) for each
45-degree (0.79 rad) bend and 5 feet (1524 mm) for each 90-de-
gree (1.6 rad) bend. The maximum length of the exhaust duct
does not include the transition duct.

 Exceptions:
 1. Where a clothes dryer booster fan is installed and 
  listed and labeled for the application, the maximum 
  length of the exhaust duct, including any transition 
  duct, shall be permitted to be in accordance with the
  booster fan manufacturer’s installation instructions.
  Where a clothes dryer booster fan is installed and not
  readily accessible from the room in which the dryer is
  located, a permanent identifying label shall be placed
  adjacent to where the exhaust duct enters the wall. The
  label shall bear the words “This dryer exhaust system
  is equipped with a remotely located booster fan.”

 2.  Where the make and model of the clothes dryer to be
  installed is known and the manufacturer’s installation
  instructions for such dryer are provided to the build
  ing official, the maximum length of the exhaust duct, 
  including any transition duct, shall be permitted to be
  in accordance with the dryer manufactures install-
  ation instructions.
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